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theory and practice of Indulgences during the thirteenth,
fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries, with all that they in-
volved. The system of Indulgences, with the doctrines on
which it was based, was no new invention of Leo X, it had
existed for at least three hundred yeais, and Leo only re-
declared it. But the "New Learning" had caused the temper
of men's minds to change; and the new departure of the sale
of such Indulgences came just when men were least disposed
to endure it.

The conflagration quickly spread. Germany was soon in
a blaze, and Flanders and Switzerland showed signs of fol-
lowing suit. Luther proceeded to rouse all men against the
iniquities of the Papacy, and to urge the assembly of a Gen-
eral Council to purge the Church, and at length in June
1520 he published his celebrated Appeal to the Christian
Nob^lity of the German Nation. Four thousand copies were
distributed with the greatest rapidity, the printers working
while Luther wrote; and it immediately produced a strong
impression throughout Germany. At the same time, from the
other side, Leo published in all countries his bull of 1520,
condemning the doctrines of Luther, calling upon all princes
and peoples to seize him and his adherents, and excommuni-
cating all who might harbour them. This bull Luther (pro-
tected by the Elector of Saxony) publicly and solemnly
burnt at Wittenberg. And so began a conflict which was to
last for generations, splitting countries, nations, and even
families asunder, and having far-reaching effects whirh are
still extending.

In the followirg year Leo, anxious to drive the French out
of Italy, deserted Francis and engaged to join Charles in
an attempt to regain Milan. The Imperial and Papal forces
were commanded by the Marquis of Pescara, and in No-
vember 1521 Milan was captured. The news reached Leo
at his villa of La Magliana on the 22nd November, and
filled him with the greatest joy. But the same evening he
caught a chill on returning hot and tired from the chase;